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Happy 30th Birthday 

Cherry Irrigation 

Apples, greenhouses  
& water saving
by Carol Posthumus

Greenhouses and Undercover

SABI Company Member, Cherry Irrigation recently celebrated 
their 30th Birthday at the Grabouw Country Club in the 
Western Cape with an upbeat group of clients, supplier 

partners, media and of course the Cherry Irrigation team. From 
apple farmers to blueberry producers and agronomists, all joined 
in toasting the firm’s birthday.

Cherry Irrigation is based in 
Grabouw – renowned for its apple 
orchards and fine wine vineyards 
– and was established by Charles 
Cherry’s father Peter Cherry and 
Andle Boonzaier, when Charles 
was in high school. 

The business has grown 
extensively, and boasts a strong 
team of over 30 people and six 
technical teams, who work on 
projects across sub-Saharan 
Africa. Cherry Irrigation’s major 
focus is open-field irrigation, 
specialist greenhouse climate 
control and fertigation solutions. 

Services offered include 
c o n s u l t a t i o n ,  a s s e s s m e n t , 
planning and design, 

implementation and after-sales 
support. With over 30 years 
of experience and knowledge, 
Cherry Irrigation’s team of 
designers are proudly SABI-
approved irrigation designers.

Etienne Erasmus, MD of Netafim 
SA, a supplier partner of Cherry 
Irrigation and joint sponsor of 
the Open Day, congratulated 
Cherry Irrigation on the landmark 
occasion, saying Netafim 
enjoyed working with Cherry 
Irrigation: “Congratulations to 
you all. Netafim has had a long 
relationship with Cherry Irrigation, 
first of all when Peter was MD and 
now in recent years with Charles. 

“We have seen the company 
growing yet again into new 
fields with Charles in the driving 
seat. Today the name of Cherry 
Irrigation is often heard by the 
Netafim team working in South 
Africa and fellow African countries 
like Angola and Tanzania. 
Excellent work Charles.”

Further speakers covered topics 
ranging from drip irrigated apples 
to shade net research and the 
importance of water conservation 
in a drought-ravaged Western 
Cape. Ziv Charitt from Netafim 
Israel expounded on research 
on growing under net. Producer 
Mark Stanford of Windermere 
farm gave an interesting account 
of his experience in growing and 
expanding his apple orchards 
under drip irrigation, a technology 
he is a firm believer in. Anton 
Müller from Kromco shared 
more information on cultivation 
and horticulture.

On a remarkably drizzly Grabouw 
Monday, Alan Winde, minister of 
Economic Opportunities, Tourism 
and Agriculture said that much 
work was being done on irrigation 
infrastructure in the province to 
save every drop possible, with 
desalination ships also set to 
cruise into ports such as Gordons’ 
Bay to relieve the water crises.

Charles Cherry rounded off the 
speeches, thanking his Dad, Andle 
and the team, suppliers and all 
business partners for a successful 
anniversary. Interestingly during 
a slide show he showed a cherry 
irrigation project the firm had 
recently worked on – “we did 
recently get to work on an actual 
cherry orchard development.” 
“Thank you especially to our 
team, who work so hard and 
recently pulled out all stops on 
attaining our quality accreditation 
of ISO9001 with Sancert.”

Charles and his Dad Peter Cherry Cherry family...smiles all round!
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How to ...

 select PVC pressure pipe 
fittings

How  
to ...

PVC pressure pipe systems have been in use in the South African and municipal 
water sectors for about 50 years now. Technological advances have been made in 

the past decade in both PVC raw material technology and the efficiency of extrusion 
equipment used for pipe manufacture. These factors have resulted in improved 
product quality and major growth in the use of these systems, especially in the 

Irrigation sector. This editorial will focus on the many types of pipe fittings available 
to the users of PVC pressure pipe systems.

- by Mike de Villiers

INTRODUCTION
In the 1970s the irrigation sector in South Africa relied heavily on low density polyethylene piping (LDPE) for low pressure 
distribution systems. The largest pipe available at that time had an inside diameter of about 65mm and a maximum 
pressure rating of 6 bar. Higher pressures were accommodated through the provision of a thick walled high density 
polyethylene pipe (HDPE). These pipes were connected with galvanised BSP threaded fittings before the introduction of 
Plasson compression fittings and OD pipe diameters. Asbestos Cement (AC) piping was used for the larger diameter and 
higher pressure class applications. The AC systems used AC collars for pipe connection and a range of cast iron fittings with 
integral rubber seals.

Round about 1974, PVC pipe in pressure classes 4 and 6 bar was introduced to the irrigation sector. These pipes were 
known as “belled pipes” as the one end of each pipe was belled to form a socket which was solvent welded to form the joint 
with the next length. The total absence of a range of low pressure pipe fittings, to complete these systems, kicked started 
the PVC fabricated fittings industry. This industry has grown into an integral part of the PVC pipe industry as it is seen 
today. Integral rubber ring pipe joint technology, used in the higher pressure classes, was soon introduced to the lower 
pressure pipe systems. This contributed hugely to the growth of the usage of PVC piping in the Irrigation sector and was 
the end of belled piping for pressure applications. However, the use of fabricated fittings incorporating solvent weld sockets 
persists to this day in the lower pressure classes due to the cost effectiveness and ease of installation of these systems. The 
variety of rubber ring based fitting options has also grown

PVC PRESSURE FITTINGS

The following is a brief description of the wide range of fittings available 
for use with PVC pressure pipe systems and includes some discussion on 
the merits of the various systems for specific applications. Refer to your 

irrigation designer or the pipe and fitting manufacturers for additional 
information regarding the use of these systems.
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Palace’s  
White Garden
Celebrates Diana, Princess of Wales

“Only do what your heart tells you.”
“You can’t comfort the afflicted without afflicting 

the comfortable.”

-Princess Diana

White Garden view
The Duke and Duchess of Cambridge and  

Prince Harry with Gardeners Sean Harkin and 
Graham Dillamore

Gardener Jude Evans.

© Historic Royal Palaces
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