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SABI Convention SABI Convention 
5 5 June, June, 20092009

Fiona Craig Fiona Craig –– National Chairman National Chairman 
Landscape Irrigation AssociationLandscape Irrigation Association
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National Environmental 
Management Act  (NEMA)

National Environmental 
Management 

Protected Areas
Act - 2003

National Environmental 
Management 

Coastal Zone
Bill

National Environmental 
Management 

Biodiversity Act
2004

Integrated legislation to protect biodiversity

Where did it come from?Where did it come from?

•• 1990 1990 -- 11stst of of 19 19 Drafts Drafts 
•• 1992 1992 -- Rio de Janeiro Earth SummitRio de Janeiro Earth Summit
•• 2002 2002 -- Johannesburg Earth SummitJohannesburg Earth Summit
•• 2004 2004 -- NEMBA Act gazetted NEMBA Act gazetted -- 1 1 AprilApril
•• 2005 2005 -- Regulations due out Regulations due out -- 1 1 SeptSept
•• 2009 2009 -- Regulations issued Regulations issued -- 3 3 April April 

National Environment Management National Environment Management 
Biodiversity Act  (NEMBA)Biodiversity Act  (NEMBA)
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Eco-Marketing in a Recession 

Biodiversity Act

Stakeholder workshops
Working for Water (WfW) has approached the 'Formal Commercial Green 
Industry' and now have buy-in from the various Asso ciations that exist: 

SAGIC: South African Green Industries Council:
This is the umbrella body to whom the following bel ong:
- SANA – South African Nurseryman' Association
- SALI – South African Landscapers' Institute
- LIA – Landscape Irrigation Association of South Afr ica
- IPSA – Interior Plantscapers' Association of South Africa
- SAFGA – South African Flower Growers' Association
- LMA – Lawnmower Association

Eco-Marketing in a Recession 

THESE ASSOCIATIONS UNDERTAKE TO:

1. NEMBA, categories & permits – to be able to keep o r 
grow specific species these will be required. 

2. Commercial Green Industry – public awareness, 
alternative planting campaigns – 'Green Flag'.

3. Landscape/Irrigation Contractors – educate top-lin e 
management as well as labourers as to categories of  
weeds – the necessity to remove or to have permits.

4. Educate other 'land-users' about IAP's.

Category 1a
Remove and destroy

• Any specimens of listed species in this category 
need, by law, to be eradicated from the environment .

• SAGIC members are obliged to tell 
clients (in writing) that they exist 
on site

NO PERMITS WILL BE ISSUED

Biodiversity Act Regulations
Flashpoints:  Sterile Plants

Lantana 
montevidensis

‘Sundancer’

Lantana camara

Category 1a
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348 plants designated in FOUR categories
Category 1b

IAP Management Programme
1. Plants designated as requiring govt 

assistance in their control and removal.

2. All are placed in an invasive species 
management programme. 

NO PERMITS WILL BE ISSUED

Biodiversity Act Regulations

Pontedaria cordata 
Goes from Cat 3 to 1b

Castor oil plant       
Goes from Cat 2 to 1b

Long-leafed acacia      
Goes from Cat 2 to Cat 1b
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Flashpoints: Sterile Plants 

Ageratum
Ageratum houstonianum
(Mexican ageratum) Cat 1b 
Excluding cultivars

Canna
Canna indica
(Indian shot)  Cat 1b  
Excluding cultivars

Category 1b

Category 1b

Flashpoints:  Sterile Plants 

Double-flowered 
oleander

Nerium oleander
Cat 1b. Excluding sterile, 
double-flowered cultivars

Category 1b

Red Fountain Grass
Pennisetum setaceum
Cat 1b. Excluding sterile 

cultivar ‘Rubrum’

Category 1b

Pompom weed – Pretoria



6/30/2009

6

Civic Lake – Benoni 
Lakeside Mall - Jan ‘09

Kleinfontein Lake – Benoni            
January 2009
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Kleinfontein Lake – Benoni        
After spraying: 3 April, 2009

Orkney – January 2009

Orkney – January 2009 Roodeplaat Dam – January 2009
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Roodeplaat Dam – Jan ‘09Roodeplaat Dam – December 2008 Roodeplaat Dam – November 2008

Roodeplaat Dam 
November 2008

Category 2
Invasive species controlled by area

• A demarcation permit is required to 
import, possess, grow, breed, move, 
sell, buy or accept as a gift.

• No permits will be issued for Cat 2 
plants to exist in riparian zones.

• SAGIC members are obliged to tell 
clients (in writing) that they exist on site

Biodiversity Act Regulations
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Black wattle 
Category 2

Flashpoints:  Cultivars + Area Demarcation

Jacaranda 
Jacaranda mimosifolia

Category 1b in KZN
Category 2 in Gauteng

Category 3 in rest of SA

Mulberry
Morus alba (Mulberry) 

Category 2
Now NO exclusions for 

weeping mulberry 

Category 3
Invasive species controlled by activity

• An individual plant permit is required to 
undertake any of the following 
restricted activities … import, possess, 
grow, breed, move, sell, buy or accept 
the species as a gift. 

• No permits will be issued for Cat 3
plants to exist in riparian zones.

Biodiversity Act Regulations

Belhambra 
Category 3
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Flashpoints:  Sterile Plants
Firethorn

Pyracantha 
angustifolia

Goes from 
Cat 3 to Cat 1b.  

Excluding cultivars

Sword fern
Nephrolepsis exaltata

Was Cat 3. NOW
Cat 1b in KZN. Cat 3 in 
SA. Excluding cultivars

WfW Nurseries Partnership Programme

What are 'Green Industries' around the 
world doing about the problem?

St Louis Declaration of 2001 
Addresses the spread of IAPs by setting up 

voluntary codes of conduct for botanical 
gardens, nursery and landscaping organisations 
- such as SALI, IPSA, LIA

and SANA – in the USA & Australia.

How do we train the Green Industry?

WfW NPP Training 
2002 – 2003:  Entry level garden centre retail staff
2005 – 2006:  Train the trainers @ garden centres
2009 – 2010:  R100 000 budget to train contractors

How?
• By offering 'sponsored workshops' WfW is able to  
assist the 'Green Industry' with training.
• Training is to be implemented across all levels of 

staff

‘Plant Me Instead’ Retail Campaign
August 2009 - June 2010 

SIX CAMPAIGNS

• August 2009:  Carbon Gardening

2. September 2009:  Colour for Spring

3. October 2009: Weedbuster Week 

4. November 2009: Kitchen Garden 

5. March 2010:  Water Wise Gardening 

6. April 2010:  Ecological Gardening -
Earth Day Celebrations (April 22) to 
World Environment Day (June 5).
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Posters for garden centresPosters for garden centres

Where did it come from?Where did it come from?

Green Flag InitiativeGreen Flag Initiative

What does The Green Flag meanWhat does The Green Flag mean
…for your Institute and…for your Institute and

your business…?your business…?

#���.�����/�
��'����
�����#���.�����/�
��'����
�����
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WfW  Partnership Programme

Funding for projects that will comply
With the aims and objectives of the 

program:

Enhance the sustainable use and conservation of 
our natural resources with emphasis on sound 

water usage;

Promote socio-economic development as part of the 
Government's Expanded Works Programme

‘Green Flag’ Declaration

An undertaking from all members to:  

1. Make clients aware of listed IAPs in writing.
2. Fly the green flag on documentation and at 

my business.
3. Conduct ongoing training into IAPs.
4. Accept that unless the IAP is being grown 

for commercial purposes (Permit needed) 
the plants will be removed/destroyed.

5. Abide by the spirit of The Green Flag 
movement. 

The Green Flag Declaration

My company will have…

1. A working knowledge of the IAP laws
2. Know how to remove IAPs
3. Shall never trade in IAPs
4. Know the appropriate alternatives to 

plant in place of IAPs

WfW Partnership Programme

Business for all
You will have much to gain from…

… replacing IAPs with good plants

• Educate the public on why they are a problem
• Offer expert advice on identifying IAPs
• Obtain IAP permits for clients
• Contract to remove IAPs
• Plant alternatives to IAPs
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How Can we Train Your Industry?

WfW Partnership Programme
WfW will train to your needs in accordance with 

their mandate.

But How?
• By region?   By company?   When?   For who?
• How many days?  One day workshop vs 3 days?
• What level within companies should be trained?

How Can we Train Your Industry?

WfW Partnership Programme
FOR MORE INFORMATION:

Kay Montgomery - kay@wordlink.co.za

Helen Stead - helen@wordlink.co.za

Tel: (011) 723-9000 Fax: (011) 453-3488

Thank  you…


